LETTERS TO HIS CHILDREN

that if the hero has to die he ought to die worthily
and nobly, so that our sorrow at the tragedy shall
be tempered with the joy and pride one always
feels when a man does his duty well and bravely.
There is quite enough sorrow and shame and suf-
fering and baseness in real life, and there is no
need for meeting it unnecessarily in fiction. As
Police Commissioner it was my duty to deal with
all kinds of squalid misery and hideous and un-
speakable infamy, and I should have been worse
than a coward if I had shrunk from doing wliat
was necessary; but there would have been no use
whatever in my reading novels detailing all this
misery and squalor and crime, or at least in read-
ing them as a steady thing. Now and then there
is a powerful but sad story which really is inter-
esting and which really does good; but normally
the books which do good and the books which
healthy people find interesting are those which
are not in the least of the sugar-candy variety,
but which, while portraying foulness and suffer-
ing when they must be portrayed, yet have a
joyous as well as a noble side.
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